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There have been attempts to connect Eurdpe to a Semitic term for «west», this being either
Akkadian erebu meaning «to go down, set» (said of the sun) or Phoenician ‘ereb «evening,
west»,[20] which is at the origin of Arabic Maghreb and Hebrew maarav. Michael A. Barry
finds the mention of the word Ereb on an Assyrian stele with the meaning of «night, [the
country of] sunset», in opposition to Asu «[the country of] sunrise», i.e. Asia.
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— List of continent name etymologies:
It could derive from the borrowed Semitic root «Asu», which means varyingly «rising» or
«light», of course a directional referring to the sunrise, Asia thus meaning ‘Eastern Land’
:p’&\l ot J 95 (Asie) & pall 5.
— La premiére mention connue du mot proviendrait d’'une stéle assyrienne qui distingue les
rivages de la mer Egée par deux mots phéniciens: Ereb, le « couchant », et Assou, le « levant ».
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